
Things You Need To Know: Reconstruction and the rise of Jim Crow 

The exam is on ______________________________________  
Make sure you read the boxes carefully and know what a primary source is.  

 
 
 
People:  be familiar with the 
following people and know their 
role in Reconstruction: 
✰ Abraham Lincoln 
✰ John Wilkes Booth 
✰ Andrew Johnson 
✰ Charles Sumner 
✰ Thaddeus Stevens 
✰ Hiram Revels 
✰ Thomas Nast 
✰ Ulysses S. Grant (corruption 

during his presidency) 
 
 
 
Disenfranchisement: be able to 
write about the methods used to 
prevent African Americans from 
exercising their political rights: 
✰ Black codes 
✰ Poll taxes 
✰ Literacy tests 
✰ Lynching 
✰ Grandfather clauses * 
 

Political Happenings: be able to 
write about the following 
political acts and events: 
✰ Freedmen’s bureau 
✰ 13th Amendment (emancipation 

- 1865) 
✰ Civil Rights Act of 1866 
✰ 14th Amendment (1868) 
✰ 15th Amendment (1870) 
✰ Tenure of Office Act 
✰ Impeach 
✰ Election of 1876 (the elector- 

al college, how states voted, 
why it ended Reconstruction) 

 
 
 
Economic Challenges: be familiar 
with the following challenges 
faced and how the regions coped 
with them: 
✰ Challenges shared by the 

North and the South at the 
end of the Civil War 

✰ The economic recovery of the 
South  

 
 

 
 
Groups: be familiar with the 
following groups and know 
their role in Reconstruction: 
✰ Radical Republicans 
✰ Moderate Republicans 
✰ Conservative Democrats 
✰ Carpetbaggers 
✰ Scalawags 
✰ Ku Klux Klan 
✰ Freedmen / freedpeople 
✰ Sharecroppers 
 
 
Challenges After 
Reconstruction: be familiar 
with the following challenges 
faced after Reconstruction 
ended: 
✰ Jim Crow Laws 
✰ Segregation 
✰ Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
✰ Brown v. Board of Ed. (1954) 
✰ Discrimination (know the 

definition) 
✰ Disenfranchisement (know 

the definition) 

  



Exam format: Skills assessed (all questions require 
careful reading and memorization): 

- 12 matching  

- 11 multiple choice  inference / analysis 

- 9 true/false correct the false (remember to write out true or false; remember to 
correct) 

 

- 3 short answer in which you interpret political cartoons (review the cartoons 
we viewed in class) 

analysis 

- 1 short answer in which you interpret a map (you need to know what state 
abbreviations stand for) 

inference 

- 2 short answers (define primary source, give examples, and thoroughly describe 
one we’ve seen in class during our study of Reconstruction) 

planning 

- 1 paragraph response to a prompt (was Reconstruction positive or negative) planning 
o you must have a topic sentence and three well-developed details  
o you must be legible  

  
When you study:  

1) hand write index cards  
2) memorize cards – definition to term and term to definition   
3) write out the answers to the questions you know require writing  
4) play with your cards;  

a. lay the cards out on a table  
b. pick up a card  
c. pick up as many other cards that you can see that somehow relate to 

that card (Examples in class included connecting Andrew Johnson 
to impeach, Tenure of Office Act, Radical Republicans, Thaddeus 
Stevens and Charles Sumner.)   

 

d. start over  
Following these steps allows you to memorize the information you need and practice making connections between that material.  
Making connections is often a challenging component of Butler 8 social studies exams and step 3 is designed to practice that 
thinking.  
 
*although the grandfather clause does not directly disenfranchise, it does harm blacks because it enfranchises poor whites 


